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198 THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION

vast numbers that have gone off in the interior parts of the country. For imme- _

diately upon being taken down with these disorders they have in general been
carried back into the country to their own homes, where they have not only
died themselves, but by spreading the infection among their relatives and
friends have introduced such a general mortality throughout New England as
was never known since its first planting. Great numbers have been carried off
in all parts of the country. Some towns “tis said have lost near one-third of their
inhabitants; and there is scarce a village but has suffered more or less from the
raging virulence of these dreadful disorders. . . . .

The soldiers in general are most heartily sick of the service, and I believe
it would be with the utmost difficulty that they could be prevailed upon to
serve another campaign, The Continental Congress are very sensible of this,
and have lately sent a committee to the camp to consult with the general
officers upon some method of raising the-necessary forces to serve during the
winter season, as the greatest part of the army that is now in the field is to be
dishanded upon the last day of December. :

Whether they will be successful in their endeavours to persuade the sol-
diers to re-inlist or not, I cannot say, but am rather inclined to think that they
will. For as they are men possessed of every species of cunning and artifice,
and as their political existence depends upon the existence of the army, they
will leave no stone unturned to accomplish their designs. .

" Notwithstanding the indefatigable endeavours of Mr, Washington and the
other generals, and particularly of Adjutant General Gates, to arrange and
discipline the army, yet any tolerable degree of order’and subordination is
what they are totally unacquainted with in the rebel camp. And the doctrines
of independence and levellism have been sor effechnally sown throughout the
country, and so universally imbibed by all ranks of men, that | apprehend it

will be with the greatest difficulty that the inferior officers and soldiers will be

ever brought to any tolerable degree of subjection to the commands of their
superiors. ) g

Many of their leading men are not insensible of this, and | have often
heard them lament that the existence of that very spirit which induced the
common people to take up arms and resist the authority of Great Britain,
should induce them to resist the authority of their own officers, and by that
means effectually prevent their ever making good soldiers.

Another great reason why it is impossible to introduce a proper degree of

subordination in the rebel army is fhe great degree of equality as to birth,

fortune and education that universally prevails among them. For men cannot
bear to be commanded by others that are their superiors in nothing but in
having had the good fortume to get a superior comymission, for which perhaps
they stood equally fair. And in addition to this, the officers and men are not
only in general very nearly upon a par as to birth, fortune, etc., but in particu-
lar regiments are most commonly neighbours and acquaintances, and as such
can with less patience submit to that degree of absolute submission and subor-
dination which is necessary to form a well-disciplined corps.

THREE VIEWS OF THE AMERICAN SOLDIER 199

Another reason why the army can never be well united and regulated is
the disagreement and jealousies between the different troops from the different
Colonies; which must never fail to create disaffection and uneasinass amaong
them. The Massachusetts forces already complain very loudly of the partiality
of the General to the Virginians, and have even goneso far as to tax him with
taking pleasure in bringing their officers to court martials, and having them
cashiered that he may £l their places with his friends from that quarter. The
gentlemen from the Southern Colonies, in their turn, complain of the enor-
maus proportion of New England officers in the army, and particularly of those
belonging to the province of Massachusetts Bay, and say, as the cause iz now
vmncam, 4 common one, and the experience is general, they ought to have an
equal chance for command with their neighbours. S

Thus have these jealousies and uneasiness already begun which I think
cannot fail to increase and grow every day more and more interesting, and if
they do not finally destroy the very existence of the army (which I think thay

_ bid-very fair to da), yet must unavoidably render it much less formidable than
it otherways might have been. .

Of all useless sets of men that ever incumbered an army, surely the
boasted riflemen are certainly the most so. When they came to the camp they
had every liberty and indulgence allowed them.that they could possibly wish
for. They had more pay than any other soldiers; did no duty; were under no
restraint from the commands of thejir officers, but went when and where they
pleased, without being subject to be stopped or examiined by any one, and did
almost intirely as they pleased in every respect whatever. But they have not
answered the end for which they were designed in any one article whatever.
For instead of being the best marksmen in the world, and picking off every
regular that was to be seen, there is scarsely a regiment in camp but can
produce men that can beat them at shooting, and the army is now universally
convinced that the continua! fire which they kept up by the week and month
together has had no other effect than to waste. their ammunition and convince

the King’s troops that they are not really so formidable adversaries as they

would wish to be thought. . . .

T hree Views
 of the American Soldier

. Here are three representations of the American soldier. The first is an
English ‘caricature. The second is a painting by Charles Willson Peale (a

. soldier himself) that shaws the highest ideal the Americans had of

soldierly appearance and conduct, George Washington. The Marquis de
Lafayette is the center figure, and to the right is Washington’s aide,
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A Contemporary French Painting, Anne 5. K. Brown Military Collection/ Brown
University Library. ‘

_%&@3@%% the Tories

The following documents tell us something about the American
treatment of Tories, who probably constituted about 20 percent of the
population—potentially a powerful and dangerous force. The first is a
cartoon drawn in London mocking the way the rebels treated John ,
Malcomb, a Crown official who had tried to collect the tea tax in Boston in
1774. What do the clothes tell you about the kinds of people the British
thought were in rebellion? Look at the facial features. How does the
cartoonist try to convince us that John Malcomb is made of finer stuff than
the men who have tarred and feathered him?

The secorid document is part of the letter from a Tory woman, Ann
Hulton, a Bostonian, about another 1774 tarring and mmmnrmumﬂmm the third
is a rebel description of a similar event in New York about a year later,
Which document do you find more convincing? Taken together, do they
support Shy’s point about the importance of using military and quasi-
military force to keep revolutionary order? Or do they hint at a rabble
acting in undisciplined anger?

SILENCING THE TORIES 203
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