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cheerful obedience to its requirements and bea:rmg
in common with the other states of the Union the
burdens of government, subrmitting even as we
were compelled to do to taxation without represen-
tation; but they tell us that & successful war to keep
us in the Union left us out of the Union and that
the pretension we put up for constitutional pro-
tection gvidences bad temper on our part and a

want of appreciation of the geperons spirit which -

declares that the constitution is ngot over us for the

purposes of protection. .
In such rezsoning is found a justification of

" the policy which seeks to put the South under ne-

gr0 supremacy. Better, they say, to hazard the con-

sequences of negro supremacy in the south with

its sure and inevitable restlts upon Northern pros-
perity than to put faith in the people of the south

who though overwhelmed and conguered have

ever showed thémselves a brave and generous peo-
ple, true to their phrrhted faith in peace and in
war, in adversity as in prosperity. .

* * ¥

With an Executive! who manifests 2 resolute pur-

pose to defend with all his power the constitution

1 President Andrew Johnson (1808-1875).

E—

of his country from further aggression, and a Ju-
diclary whose unspotted record has never yet been
tarnished with a base subservieacy to the unholy
demands of passion and batred, let us indulge the
hope that the hour of the couniry’s redempnon is
at band, and that even in the wronged dnd ruined
South there is a fair prospect for better days and

- happier hours when our people can nnite again in

celebrating the national festivals as in the olden
time. . .

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. How are white southerners portrayed in th:s
excerpt?

2. What do you think Cobb meant when he said

. that “property of varous linds” had been
stolen?

3. According to Cobb, what was the motive be-
hind the supposed attempt to create “negro su~
premacy” in the South?

Organization and Principles of The Ku Klux Klan (1868)

The Ku Klux Kian was the largest of several white supremacist societies that
emerged in the post—Civil War era. Founded in Pulaski, Tennessee, in 1865, it grew
rapidly among Confederate veterans across the :S‘outh_- General Nathan Bedford For-
rest was the first Grand Wizard. The Klan used terror and violence to defy the ef-
forts of Radical Republicans to “reconstruct” southern society. The following is an

early statement of the Klan’s principles.

From W. L. Fleming, ed.; The Ku Klux Klan: Is Origin, Growth and Disbandment, by

I. C. Lester and D. L. Wilson (New York: Neale, 1905), pp. 154
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Creed

We, the Order of the * * ¥, reverentially acknowl-
edge the majesty and supremacy of the Divine Be-

ing, and recognize the goodness and providence

of the same. And we recognize our relation to the
United States Government, the supremacy of the
Consumtmn, the Constitutional Laws thereof and
the Unien of States thereunder!

Character and O_bjécts
of the Order

This is an institttion of Chivalry, Humanity,
Mercy, and Patriotism; embodying in its genius
and its principles all that is chivaldc in conduct,
noble in sentiment, generous in manhood, and
patriotic in purpose; its peculiar objects being

. First: To protect, the weak, the innocent, and
the defenseless, from the indignities, wrongs, and
outrages of the Jawless, the violent, and the biutal;
to relieve the injured and oppressed; to succor the
suffering and unfortunate, and especially the wid-
ows and orphans of Confederate soldiers.

Second: To protect and defend the Constitu-
ton of the United States, and all laws. passed in
conformity thereto, and to protect the States and
the people thereof from all invasion from a.uy
source whatever.

Third: To aid and assist in the executlon of all
constitutional laws, and to protect the people from
unlawful seizure, and from trial except by their
peers in confonmty to the laws of the land.

Titles

Sec. 1. The officers of this Order shall consist of
a Grand Wizard of the Empire, and his ten Genii;
a Grand Dragon of the Realm, and his eight Hy-
dras; 2 Grand Titan of the Dominion, ‘znd his six
Furies; a Grend Giant of.the Province, and his
four Goblins; a Grand Cyclops of the Den, znd
his two Night Hawks; a Grand Magi, a Grand

CHAPTER 18 RECONSTRUGTION: NORTH AND SOUTH

. for membership 3_1:5 the * * * |

Monk, a Grand Scribe,;a Grand Excheguer, a
Grand Turk, and a Grand Sentinel

Sec. 2. The body politic of this Order shall be.
known and designated as “Ghouls.”

Territory and its Divisions

Sec. 1. The territory embraced within the jurisdic-
tion of this Order shall be coterminous with the
States of Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mis-
sissippi, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, Missoud,
antuclc}f, and Tennessee; all combined constitu-
ing thé¢ Empire,

Sec. 2. The Empire shall be divided into four
departments, the first to be styled the Realm, and
coterminous with the boundaries of the several '
States; the second to be styled the Dommmn, and
to be coterminous with such counties as the
Grand Dragons of the several Realms may assign
to the charge of the Grend Titan, The third to be
styied the Province, and to be coterminous with
the several counties; Provided the Grand Titan
may, when he deems it necessaty, assign two
Grand Giants to one Provinge, prescribing, at the

" same time, the jurisdiction of each. The fourth

department to be styled the Den, and shall
embrace such part of a Province as the Grand
Glant shall assign to the charge of 2 Grand
Cydops. .

Interrogations to be asked

Ist. Have you ever.been rejected; upon application
or have you ever
been expelled from the same?

2d. Are you now, or have you ever been, a

member of the Radical Republican party, or either

of the organizations known as the ° ‘Loyal Leagne”
and the “Grand Army of the Republic?” -
3d. Are you opposed to the principles and pol-
icy of the Radical party, and to the Loyal League,
and the Grand Army of the Republic, so far as
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you are informed of the character and purposes .

of those organizations?
4th. Did you belong to the Federal army dur-

ing the late war, and ﬁght against the South during

the existence of the samie?

-5th. Are you opposed to negro equality, both
social and political?

* 6th. Are you in favor of a white man’s gov-

ernment in this country?

7th, Ate you in favor of Conshtutlonal liberty,
and a Government of equitable laws instead of a
Government of violence and oppression?

8th. Are you in favor of maintaining the Con-
stitutiozial rights of the South? :

Sth. Are you in favor of the re-enfranchisement
and émancipation of the white men of the South,

LEE GUIDON: rrom Lay My Burden Down 647

and the restitution of the Southern people to all
their rights, alike proprietary, civil, and political?
10th. Do you believe in the inalienable right

“of self-preservation of the people against the ex-

ercise of arbitrary and unlicensed power?", . |

REVIEW. QUESTIONS

1. How could the Klan express such reverence for
the Constitution while castigating Union army
veterans?

2. Why would poor whites have been atiracted to
the Klan? )

3. How would freed slaves have reacted to the

~ Klan’s principles?

LEE GUIDON

rRom Lay My Burden Down

During the 19305 historians interviewed hundreds of former slaves. Their oral testi-
monies have provided a rich source of information about life in the South during
Reconstruction. The following account of black culture and Klan activity was given
by Lee Guidon, born a slave in upstate South Carolina.

From B. A. Botkin, cd., Lay My Burden Down: A Folk History of Slavery (Chicago: University
of Chicago Press, 1945), pp. 223—24. Copyright 1989 by Curts Brown, Ltd.

. After freedom a heap of people say they was

going to name theirselves over. They named their- -

selves big names, then went roaming round like
wild, hunting cities. They changed up so it was
hard to tell who or where anybody was. Heap of
‘em died, and you dide’t know when you hear
about it if he was your folks hardly. Some of the
names was Abraham, and some called theirselves
Lincum. Any big name ’cepling their master’s
name. [t was the fashion. I heard ’em talking *bout
it one evening, and my pa say,-“Fine folks raise

us and we gonna hold to our own names.” That
settled it with all of us. . ..

I reckon I do know ’bout the Ku Kluck I
knowed a man named Alfred Owens. He seemed
all right, but he was a Republican. He said he was
not afraid. He run a tanyard® and kept a heap of
guns in a big room. They all loaded. He married
a Southern woman, Her husband either died or
was' killed. She had a son living with them. The

! A place where hides are mrmed into leather,







